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• Our 2021-2022 calendar is still in flux with the latest restriction 
from the City of Edmonton and the Alberta Government.  We 
will keep our membership advised on a monthly basis if we are 
virtual or in-person meetings . We kept our membership con-
nected through emails, phone calls, newsletters, and social 
media. The  Board of Directors held monthly zoom meetings 
to deal with the Wing’s ongoing business activities and we suc-
cessfully held our first virtual AGM Wing meeting in June. During 
this time of COVID, we were still able to attend the air show and 
have a presence there.

•   This newsletter continues to provide interesting articles for your 
reading pleasure. Thank you to all the contributors. 

Read on and Enjoy!
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Next General Meeting – November 13, 2021

This issue of  the 700 Wing Jetstream 

reflects on the 

At the Air Show, 

Sir Douglas Bader, 

Wing AGM

Memorials

Wing Reflections

700 Wing is striving to stay engaged during the pandemic. We con-
tinue to acknowledge individuals and organizations who have either 
supported the goals and objectives of the RCAFA or promoted our 
aviation industry.



Tentative calendar for planning the upcoming year

Calendar
2021- 2022

700 Wing Executive
2021 - 2022

Next Regular 700 Wing Meeting
• November 13, 2021 at 1 p.m.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairperson David Jackson
Vice-Chairperson Tom Sand
Treasurer Nick Nimchuk
Membership Sylvia Loewen 
Secretary Tom Booth
Communications Brian Andrus
Director at Large John King

APPOINTMENTS
Immediate Past Chair Erwin Loewen
Chaplain Ray Olsen
Aviation Memorial Chair 
 Sylvia Loewen
Casino Chair Brian Andrus
Air Cadet Liaison Dawna Mercier

408 Sqn Liaison John King
Memorial Garden Joe Twyman
GM Air Cadet Museum Tom Sand
Kipnes/Veterans Bob Whitley
EAHS/AAMA Liaison Bart West
Battle of Britain Parade David Jackson

Regalia David Jackson

Memorial Database Erwin Loewen
Contact information for Executive

found on Page 19
www.facebook.com/700wing   

www.700wing.com 
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700Wing

September 2021

700 Wing Calendar for 2021-2022

Special Thanks to Our Editor
Flo Andrus, David Jackson 

& Tom Sand
Published by Brian Andrus   

Saturday September 11, 2021 General Meeting,  1 PM, (virtual, different start time than normal)
Thursday September 16, 2021 Battle of  Britain 81st Commemorative Dinner (postponed to Sept 2022)
Sunday September 19, 2021 Battle of  Britain Parade, Sunday, see 783 Wing online commemorative 
Wednesday September 23, 2021 Stone Laying Ceremony, Wednesday, 6 PM AAMA Parking Lot, 
Saturday September 25, 2021 Open Cockpit Day, AAMA, 10 AM - 4 PM
   Alberta Group Meeting
Saturday October 23, 2021 EUSI Symposium on Drones, 8:30AM, AAMA  
   Mess Dinner 6PM for 7PM AAMA
Thursday November 11, 2021 Remembrance Day 
Saturday November 13, 2021 Regular Meeting, 1 PM (locatioin pending)
 December         2021 Christmas Dinner (TBD)
 Spring              2022 Charter Night (TBD)

              Regular Meeting start at 2 p.m., with Speaker at 4 p.m. and Dinner following at 5 p.m.
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Aviation Heritage Memorial 
Due to COVID-19, the Aviation Memorial Stone Dedication ceremony has been planned for September  
23, 2021.  It is our hope that next year we will be in a position that will allow us to proceed with our event 
in the manner our recipients deserve.  To date we have seven inductees confirmed.  If you or anyone you 
know is interested in having a Memorial Stone dedicated for themselves or for a loved one or would like 
more information, please contact our Aviation Memorial Chair, Sylvia Loewen. 

Thanks to our memorial stone engraver, Remco Memorial Ltd. for their services.

Sir Douglas Bader
Honorary President: Sir Douglas Bader, K.B.E . C.B.E., 
D.S.O., D.F.C.
21 February 1910 – 5 September 1982 

Group Captain Bader was a 
Royal Air Force flying ace during 
the Second World War. He was 
credited with 22 aerial victories, 
four shared victories, six proba-
bles, one shared probable and 11 
enemy aircraft damaged. 

This is the story of a man,Doug-
las Bader, who has become a 
legend in his own lifetime. Hewho was discharged from 
the R.A.F. after losing both legs in an air crash in 1931, 
and who fought his way back to become one of the 
great heros of the Battle of Britain. But the war was 
only an episode in a greater victory, his triumph over 
a disability which one would call crippling had he not 
deprived the world of its meaning. Douglas Bader was 
an outstanding athlete of his day. As a cadet at Cran-
well he received his “blues” for cricket, rugger, hockey 
and boxing. He played for the R.A.F. at both cricket and 
rugger. He was expected to get his “cap” for England.

The qualities that made him a phenomenal athlete, 
also made him an exceptional pilot. At the age of twen-
ty-one he was one, of the team of two, selected to per-
form the star aerobatics turn of the R.A.F. display at 
Hendon.

Then came tragedy.
Always unable to resist a “dare,” he crashed his plane. 
He survived, but both legs had to be amputated. This 
would have been the end of any other man’s story. To 
Bader it was another “dare.” The doctors who fitted him 
with artificial legs gave him a stick and told him he’d 
never walk without one; no legless man ever had. Bad-
er threw away the stick. He was determined to make 
no concessions to the loss of his legs. He swam, he 
danced, he played tennis, squash and golf. He flew 
again. He fell in love. Then the Air Ministry decided that 
a pilot without legs could not fly. He was discharged 
from the R.A.F. Bader found himself adrift in a world of 
mounting unemployment, in which men with both legs 
and qualifications were finding it a battle to survive. In 
such disheartening circumstances he got married - se-
cretly. When the war broke out, the R.A.F. would only 

offer him a ground job which he refused. By sheer per-
sistence he fought his way back to flying. He was given 
command first of a flight, then a squadron, then three 
squadrons, then five. His exuberance, his utter disre-
gard for danger was contagious. He was not only an 
inspiring leader of men; the fighter tactics he evolved 
and contributed to our victory in the Battle of Britain. 
When the R.A.F. went over to the offensive, Bader led 
one of the squadrons in the first sweep over France. 
When he was shot down it was ironically his lack of 
legs that saved his life.

“For you the war is over,” the Germans told him. But 
they didn’t know Douglas Bader. Within a matter of 
days he made his first escape down a rope of sheets 
from the third floor of a hospital. He became the “enfant 
terrible” of a succession of prison camps.

For his personal bravery and inspiring leadership 
during the war he has already been widely honoured. 
He holds that rare combination, the D.S.O. and bar, 
and D.F.C. and bar, as well as the Legion d’Honneur 
and the Croix de Guerre. But this story seeks to match 
the excitement and the inspiration of his war deeds 
with the story of his greater battle, the battle which he 
fought alone; it honours his more enduring achieve-
ment in the cause of humanity, the new horizons he 
has opened for the physically disabled by his personal 
example and by the triumph of his spirit over a cru-
el adversity. Above all, it reflects the strong sense of 
humor, another Bader characteristic, which makes his 
story the more memorable, and wins him not only the 
admiration but the affection of the reader.

This article was originally appeared in the 700 Wing 
Jetstream issue, September 1977

L to R: 700 Wing President, John Hadaway, Douglas Bader, 
his wife, and an unidentified individual.



4                         700 Wing Jetstream September 2021

June 2021- Wing AGM Message from the Chair of the Board

I am a fan of autumn.  Autumn is 
beautiful with the leaves in all of 
their colours, the days warm, the 
nights cool, CFL Football, and har-
kens new beginnings with school, 
business, and a return to regular 
scheduled programming after a 
summer of recreation.  Autumn is 

also a harbinger of death: the leaves fall from the trees, 
the light grows less, Halloween is marked, and the cold 
and snows of winter arrive.  Autumn drives us together 
to prepare and survive the winter that is coming.

It is in this context I note our 700 Wing family has cel-
ebrated a number of passings from this world.  Our 
member Darrell Smith passed away in January, but 
the pandemic did not allow the celebration of life until 
August 29.  Wing members performed the poppy cer-
emony to mark this occasion.  The Wing was called 
in action for a poppy ceremony on short notice for the 
September 4th funeral of 95-year old John Kozoriz, a 
former air gunner with 441 Squadron in 1944. Some 
of you might remember John from our Remembrance 
Day ceremonies where he always layed a wreath for 
the air gunners.  Finally, our Membership Director Syl-
via Loewen lost her mother late this summer.  The fu-
neral is scheduled for later in September.

Also later in September will be our Memorial Stone 
Ceremony, on September 23 at 6 PM at AAM.

Despite these sad events, the Wing lives in hope.  And 
in hope, a near miracle occured this summer for the 
Alberta International Airshow.  Somehow the sponsor-
ships came together at the 11th hour and the show hap-
pened August 21 and 22 featuring the USAF A-10 Wart-
hog and the CF-18 Demo Hornet.  700 Wing manned 
a booth selling merchandise.  Demand was so heavy 
we ran out of some things the first day!    Early num-
bers show 27,000 came on Saturday and over 8,000 
came in the rain on Sunday.  Thank you to Nick Nim-
chuk, Joe Twyman, and Bernie Sheppard for helping 
me man the 700 Wing booth.  A big Bravo Zulu goes 
out to 700 Wing Vice-Chair Tom Sand and Commu-
nications Director Brian Andrus for working with show 
producer Richard Skermer of RWE Events to pull this 
event together.

Sincerely,
David Jackson
Chair of the Board of Directors 
700 Wing RCAF Association

700 Wing had the Annual General Meeting on June 6 
2021. Because of COVID, it was our first virtual meet-
ing and we hope last virtual AGM. 

The meeting was relatively short. Nick Nimchuk sub-
mitted the financial statements for the 2020 financial 
year. Brian Andrus submitted the casino report indi-
cating that the Wing has received an extension on its 
spending in the casino account until September 2022. 
This allows the Wing to pay its fixed costs from the 
casino account until then. There is little flexibility on 
other spending. 

We had a casino in June and it is hoped we will have 
some financial resources to assist us in our program-
ming goals. We do not anticipate the same revenue as 
in past years and must adjust our budget accordingly.

We had our elections at this meeting and all the di-
rectors allowed their names to stand for the upcoming 
2021-2022 year except, Nanette Booth. Since then, 
the Directors had a meeting and appointed Tom Booth 
as our new secretary. Welcome aboard Tom!

Other News
With the new guidelines introduced by the Alberta 
Government on September 4th, we do not foresee 
in-person meetings in the near future. The Board will 
re-evaluate the situation on a monthly basis. 

Several planned activities which the Wing had on its 
agenda now have been postponed. The Alberta Pro-
vincial Committee, Alberta Provincial Committee Golf 
Tournament has now been scheduled for May 14, 
2022. The 408 Squadron Gala and golf tournament 
is rescheduled for Spring of 2022. So too our Battle of 
Britain Commemorative Dinner, next year.

Alberta Group will have a virtual meeting in Red Deer 
on September 25.

Battle of Britain, September 19, 2021
The traditional parade usually held on the 
Battle of Britain is tentatively “on hold”. As was 
done last year, we hope to have a fly over of 
aircraft across the City of Edmonton.
We encourage you to participate in the 
ceremony being held virtually by 783 Wing in 
Calgary. Please visit 783afacwingcalgary.ca/ 
to watch the virtual ceremony.

http://783afacwingcalgary.ca


The display at the Alberta Aviation Museum in Ed-
monton has been set up in the event hall in the 
walkway between the museum and the event hall. 
Over the next few months, the display will be de-
signed and implemented. While the space pro-
vided is smaller than before the new location will 
make it visible to those who may not necessarily 
go to aviation museums. It is hoped that the Ed-
monton area Squadrons will help tell their stories 
and the display will increase awareness of the pro-
gram and aid in recruiting staff and cadets. 

The Air Cadet Museum team is in the process of 
setting up an Air Cadet Museum display at the 
bomber Command Museum of Canada in Nanton, 
Alberta. The Bomber Command Museum is excit-
ed to have an Air Cadet display. The vision of the 
display is to tell the stories of those who joined ca-
dets and eventually went on to join Bomber Com-
mand. It is also envisaged that the stories of the 
Squadrons in southern Alberta will also be part of 
the display. The display will be in the British Com-
monwealth Air Training plan section of the Bomber 
Command Museum of Canada.  The display is ex-
pected to officially open in early 2022. 

Royal Canadian Air Cadet of Canada Museum Update
by Tom Sand

The design work for the Air Cadet display at the 
new Royal Aviation Museum of Western Canada 
in Winnipeg continues. The centrepiece of the dis-
play will be a glider suspended from the ceiling. 
The museum is scheduled to open early in 2022. 

The museum continues to receive donations from 
across Canada. If you know of anyone who has 
some Air Cadet related artifacts looking for a good 
home, point them our way.  

Finally, the Royal Canadian Air Cadet Museum 
has had some new signage made in the shape of 
the logo. See image below. They will feature prom-
inently in the display at the AAM and the Bomber 
Command Museum of Canada.

More Airshow
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After two years without an airshow in the Edmonton 
area, organizers, under a very tight timeline, success-
fully staged the Alberta International Airshow at Ville-
neuve airport on August 21-22. Members Brian Andrus 
and Tom Sand played key roles in the planning and 
operation of the show highlighting the Wing’s signifi-
cant contribution to the aviation scene in the province.

The first day of the airshow was spectacular with ex-
cellent weather and an extremely impressive turnout 
of over 30,000. Notable acts were the RCAF CF-18 
demonstration team, the US EA-18A Growlers and the 
A10 Warthog ground attack aircraft. The show also 
highlighted the first appearance in Canada of the Brit-
ish Army Red Devils Parachute Team. 

The 700 Wing also participated in the show with a ven-
dor tent providing an excellent venue to raise aware-
ness of the RCAFA and it’s mission. In addition the 
Wing was highly successful in raising  funds through 
the sale of RCAF related merchandise and memora-
bilia. Sales and attendance at our booth were so brisk 
that our entire inventory of over 30 tee shirts sold out 
before the end of the first day of the show. 

The inclement weather on day two of the show pre-
vented most of the aerial acts from flying however 

700 Wing at the 2021 Alberta International Airshow
by Nick Nimchuk

Member BGeneral (ret’d) Bill Buckham with local 
videographer attired in vintage 1962 RCAF raincoat.

8,000 turned through the gates to take in the static 
displays and food trucks. The departure of the CF-18s 
provided some last minute jet noise while the wing 
wagging farewell of the A-10s showcased their finely 
tuned low level flying  capabilities.

Members Joe Tywman and Bernie Sheppard with members of the 
British Army Red Devils  Parachute Team.

The 700 Wing plans to be part of the 
Airshow in 2022 with fingers crossed 
for CAVOK weather both days!

David Jackson at the airshow

At the Airshow
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Photo credit: Red Devils

Capt Dan Deluce, CF-18 Demo Pilot 
for 2021

MLA Shane Getson and the Red Devils in a new uniform.

MLA Shane Getson, David 
Jackson and Shane Getson’s 
aircraft

Photo credit: Synergy Aviation

Photo credit: 
Synergy Aviation
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On the request of  the family, members of  the 700 Wing perform the 
Poppy Ceremony. Joe Twyman, David Jackson and Bernie Sheppard 
perform the ceremony. 

Darrell Smith Memorial Service 
Darrell Smith’s memorial service was held at the 
Alberta Aviation Museum on August 28, 2021. There 
was a second component of the service, the family 
and members of the Wing travelled to Darrell’s farm, 
near Athbaska to spread his ashes. Presiding 700 
Wing Chaplan Ray Olsen, members Joe Twyman, 
Bernie Sheppard, Sylvia & Erwin Loewen, David 
Jackson, Nick Nimchuk

Memorial Service for 
Air Gunner John Kozoriz
01-Jun-1925 - 07-Dec-2020
John was born in Red Deer, AB on 
June 1st, 1925 and was raised along 
the rail lines of central Alberta. In 
1944, he enlisted in the RCAF with 
441 Squadron and was positioned as 
a Tail Gunner. He served in Canada 
and was deployed to England during WWII. Post war 
he was stationed throughout Canada, including stops 
in Winnipeg MB, Aylmer, ON, Calgary, AB, Toronto, 
ON, Ottawa, ON as well Marville, France. He arrived 
back in Canada in June 1961 and had been calling 
Edmonton AB home ever since. John retired from 
service in 1973 at the Rank of (flight) Sergeant.

We Remember Them
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700 Wing Board of Directors
2021 - 2022

David Jackson                      Tom Sand 
Chair                                        Vice-Chair

Tom Booth                         Nick Nimchuk
Secretary                                   Treasurer

Sylvia Loewen   Brian Andrus      John King
Membership         Communication      Member at Large

Charter Night
700 Wing Charter Night 
has been postponed 
until spring of 2022.

Battle of Britain Dinner 
The Commemorative 
Dinner has been 
postponed 
until September 2022.

Still on Our Agenda . . .

    
2021 - 2022 
Officers

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chair David Jackson 780-918-0967
  rcaf.jackson@gmail.com
Vice-Chair Tom Sand 780-569-3569
  tom.sand@shaw.ca
Treasurer Nick Nimchuk 780-456-6456
  nnimchuk@telusplanet.net
Membership Sylvia Loewen  780-473-2406
  maxace@shaw.ca
Secretary Tom Booth 
  tnbooth@shaw.ca
Communications Brian Andrus 780-481-4634
  jbecalta@gmail.com
Director at Large John King 780-992-1641
  jwsking@me.com

APPOINTMENTS
Past Chair Erwin Loewen 780-473-2406
  maxace@shaw.ca
Chaplain Ray Olsen 780-720-1386
  rayoleo2328@gmail.com
Aviation Memorial Chair Sylvia Loewen 780-473-2406
  maxace@shaw.ca
Casino Chair Brian Andrus 780-481-4634
  jbecalta@gmail.com
Air Cadet Liaison Dawna Mercier 587-340-6366   
  dawna.mercier@bgcbigs.ca
408 Sqn Liaison John King 780-992-1641
  jwsking@me.com
Veterans Liaison Bob Whitley 780-461-0639
  whitleyflightservices@gmail.com
Memorial Garden  Joe Twyman 780-489-3531
  joet@telus.net
General Manager 
• Air Cadet Museum Tom Sand 780-569-3569
  tom.sand@shaw.ca
Kipnes/Veterans Bob Whitley 780-461-0639
  whitleyflightservices@gmail.com
EAHS/AAMA Liaison Bart West 780-988-6297
  bartwest@shaw.ca

Battle of  Britain Parade David Jackson 
Regalia Daqvid Jackson  
Memorial Database Erwin Leowen

700Wing
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Alberta Group Members
Chairperson of the 
Alberta Group,
Michael Roy 

Member Wings:
 700 Wing - Edmonton
 702 Wing - Lethbridge
 703 Wing - Red Deer
 783 Wing - Calgary
 784 Wing - Cold Lake

Visit Our New Website

We have a little history, a calendar of events, 
membership information, past newsletters, memorial 
stones information and a gallery of photographs to 
mention a few highlights.

Link to Our Site: https://www.700wing.com

 

Thanks to those who 
volunteered 

to help us with the 
casino on 

June 30 & July 1

NO STONE LEFT ALONE MISSION:
To honour the sacrifice and service of Canada’s 
military by educating students and placing poppies 
on the headstones of veterans every November.

For more information about this 
organization, please go to their website
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/about-nsla

Veterans Association Food Bank
“Veterans Helping Veterans” 
The VAFB “recognizes any person 
who is currently serving or has 
honourably served in the Canadi-
an Armed Forces. The VAFB also 
recognizes and offers support to 
those currently serving, honourably 
discharged or honourably released 
Commonwealth Allies, members of the Royal Canadi-
an Mounted Police, Peacekeepers, Merchant Ma-
rines, or Ferry Command (Coast Guard). Support will 
be extended to spouses, widows, widowers, and any 
dependent children in need. Proof of military service 
or affiliation required.” 
 
As with most food banks, food isn’t the only assis-
tance that is available.  In addition to providing food 
hampers and gift cards, VAFB also offers services 
such as: intake support, peer support, VAC claims 
and medical referrals, emergency veteran assistance, 
workshops and training programs in partnership with 
other organizations, just to name a few. 
 
The Veterans Association Food Bank Edmonton is 
located at 17218 - 107 Ave. Requests for food, finding 
support and connecting to community resources in 
Edmonton can be made by calling 403-FOR-VETS 
(403-367-8387).  Staff is on call to assist 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.  Please call 911 if you require 
emergency assistance. 

Please consider supporting this cause.

Welcome to the Wing’s Newest Member
700 Wing RCAFA would like to welcome 
Joe Luce to our ranks. Welcome Joe!

Happy 100th Birthday 

Lois Koch

From All Us at 
the 700 WIng

http://www.700wing.com
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Air Cadets from 504 Sqn are Honour Guard as guests 
arrive to the reception for Douglas Bader.

From Our Past



700 (City of Edmonton) Wing 
Royal Canadian Air Force Association 

11410 Kingsway 
Edmonton, Alberta, T5G 0X4 

All members receive a subscription to Airforce Magazine as part of their dues. 

 

Membership Application 

The Royal Canadian Air Force Association is a national aerospace and community service organization 

established to: commemorate the noble achievements of the men and women who have served as 

members of Canada’s air forces since its inception; advocate for a proficient and well-equipped air force; 

and, support the Royal Canadian Air Cadet program. 

The Aims and Objectives of the Royal Canadian Air Force Association: 

• Advocacy – to advocate for a proficient, well-equipped air force in Canada. 
 

• Traditions – to preserve and perpetuate the glorious traditions established in Canada’s air forces 
since its inception. 
 

• Air Cadets – to support the Royal Canadian Air Cadets, and work closely with the Air Cadet 
League of Canada. 
 

• Community – to participate in local civic and community programs identified by Wings and to 
undertake charitable and other projects of both a national and local character 
 

• Civil/Military Air – to recognize achievements in civil and military aviation through the annual 
awards of the Association. 

Our Primary Roles:  Youth  Heritage Advocacy 

--------------------------------------------------------------- Cut Here --------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mr.  Mrs.  Ms.  Rank    

Name:              

Address:             

City:     Prov:    Postal Code:    

e-mail address:        Phone Number:    

Affiliation:            
   (RCAF / CF / Naval or Army Air / RCAirC / Civil Air / CASARA / Etc.) 

Awards and Decorations:            

Membership Type (circle one):  Regular  Associate    Family 

Membership Dues:  $35 single or $50 Partner annually by June 30   Paid on:   Date:                 


